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RAILROAD BILLS
SHOW WIDE RANGE

One Hundred and Twenty-
two Are Now Pending.

SOME ALMOST RIDICULOUS

One Class Restricts Power to Make
and Ceolleot Rates—Another Dic-
tates Methods Operation—A
Third Prescribes Duties the Coms-
pauies Already FPerform,

of

Of the 84,000 bms that Congress has
been asked to enact into law at the
present session, 5‘.’ affect rallroads ex-
ciusively.

Omitting the ‘“‘administration biil"”
thls long list of proposed measures cov-
ers a wide range, restricting the power
to make and rates,
methods of operation, and
stances simply requiring rallroads to do
the precise things they now do of thelr
own free will. An example of this s
found in the bills of Senator Burkett,
Nebraska, and
Representative Coudrey
quiring the rallroads
of baggage free for an adult passenger.
Most railroads have done this for years,

A still more notable example ¢f com-
pelling by law the
that igs already fully
bill of Represent Mann,
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which will create
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[ less
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ns promptly.
by tative Madison,
of K;m:u-n {s meant compel rallroads
to pay “just” olaims within ninety days
If they fall to do so the clain Annt may
add his attorney’'s fee to his clalm. 1due
bill provides test by which a “just”
claim can be identifled.

to
Just freight
Another bill

to
to

No
Compensation for Damages.
A Dblll by Representa Sabath,
Illinols, provides for Federal compensa-
tlon for deaths and Injuries on rallroads,
all claims to be paid within thirty days
Funds are to be raised by levying a tax
of $10 on each car and locomotive. In/!
1908, there were 2,802,065 cars and loco-
motives on the rallrocads of the Ur
States, so that ihis
the sum _d(~mu-
Various bills

tive

in House and nate pro-
vide that rates may not be raised
fore October 1, 1910, and automatically
postpone any increase in rates ng(mpx
which protest is lodged. A bill by Re
resentative Steenerson, of Minnesota, pr
vides for the appointment of
to operate a railroad during strikes, One
by Representative Hardy, of Texas, co
pels rallroads to transfer freight
wharves on rivers and lakes,
another by Representative Graham, of
Pennsylvania, would compel railroads to
furnish stakes and cress wires for
of lumber. Several others make it
lawful to charge more for a short haul
than for a long haul. Still others re-
strict the Issue of securities, prohibit dis«
closureg regarding shipments, &ec.

The transportation of misbranded in-
secticides, provision for monthly acci-
dent reports under oath, and prohibi-
tion of the hauling of cars not equipped
with safety appliances after July 1
have passed both Houses, been signed
by the President, and are now laws,
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Tree Surgery Common,

Tree surgery has become quite a com-
mercial art. Several firms advertise of-
fering their services to preserve valuable
trees stopping the progress of rot, cover-
ing up unsightly storm ecars and
strengthening trees whie, have been
weakened from any cause,
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WENT IN FOR A REAL GOOD TIME AT CHESAPEAKE BEACH.
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The old officers of the service opposed
the proposed change as if the safety of
ntry depended upon it. My. Chil-
‘ders submitted the matter to the Queen,
who took the usual common sense view
of the affair. Her own personal feeling,
she wrote, would be for the beards with-
out the ustaches, as the latter have
rather a soldlerly-like appearance; hut
then the object in view would not be ob-
tained—to prevent the necessity of shav-
ing. Therefore, it had better be as pro-
posed—the entire beard, only it should be
kept short and very eclean. On no ae-
count should mustaches be allowed with-
out beards; that must be clearly under-
stood.
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TWO VIEWS ON SUBJECT OF WHISKERS
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John balked at this condition until he
met a pretty blond from Chicago. Then
he sacrifice the mustache to

f events John
to fulfill his
the cheerful
of his pretty
e his thoughts returned to his
mustache, upon which he had showered
so much care and attention during long,
lonely years.

Then, it charged, his thoughts led
him away from the barber shop Into a
saloon, probably to the sorrow
caused by the proposed sacrifice. When
John returned home the mustache still
clung to his lips. The blond left fmmedi-
ately and John was confronted by more
lonely years with his mustache and chil-
dren. At this became enraged and
started to do things up brown, after
which he was arrested.

e L -
legiong observer recently
to be taken thai a beard
was a sign of strength in a man. How-
ever this may have been physically, it is
no ]r)“g(-r true politically. Sons of In-
diana,”’ said the observer, “the preceptor
in political styles, inclined to the
belief that the fi steady reaction
against beards set in when the Hon.
John XK. Gowdy was sent as our consul
general to Paris. The Parisian beard is
dainty, fragile, perfumed, and delicate,
and the Gowdy crop of whiskers, bris-
tling from a massive chin, threatened at
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the ! first to create international compilcations.

“Figaro threw a fit
Petit Cri cartooned them. Stanch Re-
publican that he Mr. Gowdy had to
succumb to the force of public opinion,
and when at a consular ball a bare-
necked lady with whom our Parisian
consul general was dancing complained
that his whiskers were tickling her the
whiskers were ruthlessly sacrificed.

“Many of us can remember yet the
turill that went over the country when
the first photograph of the beardless
Gowdy came back to the Gowdys' native
shore. There was a rush to follow the
new fashion, and for a time in Indiana
the trade of barber threatened to be-
come more profitable even than author-
ship.”
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MAY BUY UNITED RAILWAYS

Big Deal in Baltimore Involves
Street Car Lines and Gas.

P, P. & W. Company Thought
Have Plans for Contreol of

Public Utilities,

to

Baltimore, June 25.—The financial dis-
trict expects developments in re-
ported deal for the sale of control of
he Uniteq Railways and Electric Com-
pany to the Pennsylvania Power and
Water Company, or interests jdentified
with that corporation,

The larger interests in the Unfted Rall-
ways and Eleetric Company deny that an
offer has been made for the purchase
of a majority of the company's stock, or
that any negotiations are pending, but
they do not deny that such a deal is
likely.

The magnitude of such a deal may be
imagined when it is stated that it would
bring under a single control companies
with a combined capitalization of more
than $135,000,000, The Pennsylvania Power
and Water Company early in the y
acquired a substantial Interest in
Consolidated Gas, Electric Light
Power Company.

Since that deal the Pennsylvanfa Power
and Water Company is said to have in-
creagsed {ts holdings of Gas ‘stock
through purchases in the open market,
and its investment to-day is estimated at
a little more than $6,000,000 par value.

There are 300,000 shares of United Rall-
ways and Electric ‘common stock out-
standing of a par value of $0 a share.
It is quoted at about $14 a share, or a
total of $4,200,000 for the entire issue. It
is not believed that a majority of “the
shares could be purchased at this figure,
nor is it possible to buy control in the
open market, as 7 per cent of the stock
is vested with a voting trust composed
of Alexander Brown, Frank A. Furst, and
H. Crawford Black. This trust expires
on May 1, 1911

The idea In financial circles is that no
offer less than $20 a share would be con-
sidered, and many are inclined to belleve
that control could not be purchased for
less than $25 a share. Say the Pennsyl-
vania Power and Water interests acquire
61 per cent, or about 153,000 shares, of
United Railways gtock at $20, the total
amount involved Would be $3,060,000. If
the price should be $35, the consideration
would be $3,825,000.

The Pennsylvania Power and Water
Company was financed by Engiish and
Canadian capitalists, and Is said to have
behind it some of the wealthiest indi-
viduals and corporations in the world.
Men identified with the Generai Electric
Company, which is controjlled by J. P.
Morgan and associates and Standard Oil
people, are said to be interested.
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DO NOT STOP FOR FROST.

Machine for
Frozen Earth in Bloeks.
Building operatlons req excava-
tion are greatly interfered with in this
nate by reason of the fact that digging
in the frozen ground is so difficult that
the work rendered most expensive,
As cne goes north, this trouble grows
more serious, for the closed
much longer and the frost
deeper., During the Jast winter exca-
vating operations have been going on in
Winnipeg, Canada, witkout interruption
by the use of a machine which has been
invented by Wililam Hurst, an engineer.
The machine is in principle similar to
a plle driver, or to the rock-breaking ma-
chines used in submarine excavation. A
frame mounted on a platform carries a
set of leads for a hammer oOr ram at-
tached to the head of a chisel bar. Ths
hammer is raised about fifteen feet and
released, the force of the blow causing
the chisel to penetrate the frozen earth
and break it away in large blocks. The
leads have a horizontal travel of ten
feet in the supporting frame.

Attashed to the platform is a derrick
boom for removing the Ilarge blocks
broken off by the machine, these being
loaded into wagons or cars for the re-
moval or placed at the side of the street
in sewer trench work. The platform is
mounted on wheels, which travel on a
track, and carries the engme and bolier
used for operating the chisel bar and
hammer. The cost of excavating by the
use of this machine i said to have been
reduced one-third as compared with hand
labor.
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Women Take to Farming,

In 1895, there were 2,758,164 woman ag-
ricultural laborers in Germany. In 197,
the number of women engaged in such
pursuits had risen to 4,508,986,

Melon Movement Late,

The movement of watermelons and
cantaloupes from Georgia will begin two
or three weeks later than last year, and
the crop will be short. Drought has al-
most ruined it.

Frequent transpisnting tends to make & plant more
stocky and develop its root system.

torrid wave scorched the grapes in California last
weel.

It is rumored that cantaloupe growers in Californfa
and Florida would like 40 meet the weather man
some dark night among the redwoonds or pines,

Bchool expenditures, as analyzed by the Southern
Commereial Copgress, are shown to have increased
§10,000,000 between the years 1907 and 198 The
Ftotal edncational expense in the Southern States for
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the last-mentioned year was $62,94,350,

VACCINATE SOILS
AND GROWING CROP

How Inoculation Is Used to
Benefit Farmer.

TRANSFER BACTERIA IN SOIL

Microscople Life Develops Nodules
on Roots of Plants, Which Render
¥ree Nitrogen in Air Available for
Growth—Two Methods Employed
to Accomplish Result.

Most persong are famillar with vacci-
nation a8 a preventive of the spread of
smallpox. Well-regulated communities
generally insist upon school child
being able to show at least one scar made
by the process of inserting cowpox into
the system to produce a varioloid that
makes the subject immune from small-
pox over a period supposed to be seven
vears,

Many do not belleve in-the practice
on the ground of its inefficacy to ward
off smallpox, or on the ground that it is
dangerous, beca of the possibility of
tranemigsipn of tuberculogis or some
other contagicn. Recently something of
a furor been raised by medical
men and reformers agalnst the so-called
cruelty and barbarism of compelling vac-
cination 1t } a condition pre-
limina to the public
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Cultuare Methed,
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extent upon
culture which may be
speaking, however, a
bottle of pure culture of the proper kind
of bacteria is opened shortly before the
seed is to be planted, and the culture
mixed with the proper quantity of water
and applied to the seed In such a way
that all of the seed may be moistened,
though not soaked. The seed should be
planted as soons as practicable after this
treatment; that is, as soon as it is suffi-
ciently dry for convenient handling. Dry-
ing may be facilitated by adding dry,
sifted earth, eferably from the field in
which the leguminous crop is to be
grown. It undesirable to store in-
oculated seed, as the nodule bacteria
often dle out rapidly after the seed has
been treated with the pure cultures and
dried. Inoculateq seed should never be
dried in the sun. It is also possible to
thnm-.xM\- mix the gure culture with a
nsiderable quantity of soil, preferably
fn,m the field where the legume i3 to
be sown. The treated soi] can then be
distributed in the same manner as when
inoculating by the use of soil from an old
fieid.

The advantages of artificial cultures
lie In the greater ease of their transpor-
tation and application as well as In the
absence of the danger of introducing
harmful weeds or plant diseases, al-
though this method of inoculation, es-
pecially in the case of alfaifa, s less
certain than the soll transfer method.

Mexican Zine Hit Hard,

Owing to the faect that several well-
producing zinc mines have been put in
operation in Australia as well ag in
Spain, the zinc market in Northern
Mexico is in a deplorable condition.
Buyers have been informed by their
European correspondents that no prices
can be made at present. One of the
Australian mines alone produced over
40,000 tons of speiter last yvear. The out-
look for the zinc mines in Mexlco will
remain uncertain until the demand
catches up with the supply. In the mean-
time zinc should decline considerably.
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Some fancy grape frult received in New York last
week from Porto Rico sold for $.57%.

such |

WILL FOLLOW 0UT
ROOSEVELT PLAN

Washington State to Start
Community School.

IT WILL TEACH AGRICULTURE

-

Arrangements Under Way to Estab-
lish Model Institution Near Spo=
kane~Will Serve Rural Distriet
Ten Miles Square—Road Buailding
a Feature—Plan in Detail,

When the country life commission of
the State of Washington appointed by
Gov. M. E. Hay meets In Spokane on
November 14, plans will be presented for
a model community center and consoli-
dated country school, to be established
in one of the rural districts adjoining
Spokane, early in 1911

David Brown, of Spokane, chairman of
the commisgsion, announces that - Gov.
Hay and possibly Col. Theodore Roose-
velt will attend the conference and as-
sist In formulating a practical plan for
the betterment of life on the farm, along
the lines suggested in the report of the
Roosevelt Commission on Country Life,
of the larger farming districts of the
United States the latter part of 1808 and
early in 1900.

Is the Initial Step.

This is to be the preliminary step of
a nation-wide movement, co-operative
with the various States and Territories,
in an endeavor to teach the youth of
the land the fundamental principles of
agriculture and domestic economy and
rr.rm‘ml and industrial training, also giv-
ing the farmers the benefit of the most
approved methods of agriculture and
allled subjects. The community center
is designed to furnish a place where men
and women can meet for the interchange
of ideas,

Primarily, the school is for the aver-
age boy and girl whose institutional edu-
cation ends even before they finis
secondary school, the purpose being to
train them to become useful men and
women, capable of supporting them-
selves, and thus adding to the wealth
production of the country and the dis-
tricts in which they lve.

Plans Community Center,

The Washington commission has pre-
{ pared tentative plans for a community
center, including a consolldated rural
school. It is designed to cover ten sacres
and will serve a schoyl area of thirty-
six square miles, the most distant point
being three miles. In addition to
school building the plans show a
community hall, residence for the
eipal and supervicor, athletic and
grounds, tennis court, pressure w
tanks for domesuc. lawn, irrigation,
stock and fire uses and 1’“'~ for the
practice of ugnm.lmre. horticulty
culture and forestry. Surroun dr:
bisecting .the tracts wili be models
good road building.

The school and other buildings ““A be
under the direction of a principal, train
in the va branches of : i
and familiar with conditions ir t
Northwest. This officia] will be assisted
¥y a supervisor and a corps of teachers.
In connection with the community
will be a bureau of information,
ing all the available data of F
State departments of agri
experimental stations in the count
books and journals dealing with all
branches of the industry.

Grounds Will Be Parked.

The community center is to be
beautiful with trees, shr flowers, and
lawns without being ornate,
aloon, store or other commercia
tution can be located within half
of fts boundaries. The teachers w
men and women of ability and abi
adapt themselves to the of
center and school of the type outlin
Among other qualifications they
be broadminded and optimistic and
to see the human side life,

{ helpful to those under their ch

The keynote is that the bes
aga t misfortune is to give every
the country such education that
enable it to make {ts own iiving
pjece of land, if necessary, when it

1eg of age. It is also purposed
lay a campaign urging the people
the open country to work together, not
merely with the view to forwarding their
own economic interests or in competi
with those who are organized, but
velop themeselves and establisk
fective community spirit.
Similar to Graded School,

The consolidated rural schecol will be
ilar to the graded city Institution,
the betterment of the curriculum {
by emphasizing industrial and manusal
training and domestic science and adding
such other studies as will give the stu-
dents & knowledge of things with which
they come Into contact in actual lifs
and presenting means of working out the
chief studies in practice. It is also pur-
posed to teach the students the princi-
ples of business. IHowever, the value of
agriculture as the greatest of all indus-
tries will be constantly kept at the fore

Bids for Railway Conventions,

The executive committees of the M
ter Car Builders’ and Master Mechanics'
assoclations agd the Rallway Supply
Manufacturers’ Assoclation have just re.
ceived a formal proposition from the
business interests of Saratoga, N. Y.,
looking not only to the return of these
conventions and exhibits to that villag
but to the holding of future conventions
at that place. The president of the
United States Hotel Company and the
president of the village of Saratoga, pre-
sented the proposition,
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Overproduction in Iron.

The pig iron situation may be epito-
mized in the following sentence: Heavy
melting, large shipments, Iiberal buy-
ing, and excessive production. The lat-
ter i& the most significant, as it means
that more furnaces must blow out be-
fore the market can be restored to nor-
mal conditions.

Rain Scarce in Argentina.
Argentina, in South America, is just
recovering from a prolonged drought.
The same conditions have affected sev-
era]l sections of Europe and some West
Indian islands during the past few
monthe. If drought statistics were 1-
lected from the whole world, it w 1
probably be found that the precipit n
on the surface of the globe has been well

below the normal in recent months,

oo

Dry Afr Saupplants JIece.

The Linley, the “dry air,” and other
processes recently invented have made
it possible to send meats from Australia
and South America to the London mar-
ket, and have them arrive In excellent
condition, perfectly sweet and fresh.
Soon it will be entirely feasible to send
beef, and other meats around the world
with no more risk to their edible quall-
ties than there is in the case of graln

The SBouthward swing of commerce js shown by ths
fact that between 1809 and 1909 Mexican border ports
increased 29 per cent; Gulf and Bouth Atlantic

ports together, 217 per cent; Pucific ports, &7 per
um,udﬂmAumuem.w“




